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Divine Mercy Sunday—April 11, 2010 

Please join us for the Central Region’s annual celebration of “Divine Mercy 

Sunday” on Sunday, April 11, 2010, at 2:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Fatima   

Catholic Church, 2319 Johnston Street, Lafayette. This special afternoon of 

prayer will include Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet and Prayers, and the Sacrament of Reconciliation, followed by Mass at 

3:00 p.m.  
 

Celebrant for the Mass will be The Most Reverend Michael Jarrell, D.D., 

Bishop of Lafayette, and guest Homilist will be The Most Reverend Glen John 

Provost, D.D., Bishop of Lake Charles.  
 

All are invited to join us on “Divine Mercy Sunday” (the day following the  

Conference). There is no fee to attend this celebration, and pre-registration      

is not required. For additional information, please contact Mary Bergeron (337-

654-8682 or mbergeron@centralregiononline.org), or visit the Central Region 

website at www.centralregiononline.org.  All are welcome! 

The Most Reverend 
Michael Jarrell, D.D. 

The Most Reverend 
Glen John Provost, D.D. 

“Open House”:  Please join us for an “Open House” from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

noon on Sunday, April 11, 2010, at Holy Trinity Catholic Resource Center, 

103 Amaryllis Street, Lafayette. Enjoy light refreshments and good company   

as you tour Holy Trinity, a non-profit organization established for the purpose of 

education and evangelization. Staffed by volunteers, the Center houses a     

Library (lending, reference, book and media), a large Multi-Purpose Room, 

Prayer Room, Outreach Service Area and Outdoor Patio. All are invited! 

“Open House”—Holy Trinity Catholic Resource Center 



 

Divine Mercy Conference 2010 
 

“God’s Mercy Endures Forever” 
Saturday, April 10, 2010 

 
  7:00 a.m. Registration/Exhibits 

 
  8:00 a.m. Opening Prayer Service/Welcome 

 
  8:30 a.m. God’s Mercy Endures Forever 
   Rev. F. Hampton Davis III 

 
  9:30 a.m. Divine Mercy as a Way of Life 
   Dr. Bryan Thatcher, MD 

 
  10:30 a.m. Break 

 
  10:50 a.m. Immaculee’s Story of Faith, Hope and Forgiveness 
   Immaculee Ilibagiza 

 
  12:30 p.m. Lunch/Exhibits 

 
  1:30 p.m. What is Truth? 
   Marcus Grodi 

 
  2:30 p.m. Our Lady as Mother of Mercy 
   Annie Karto 

 
  3:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena and Chaplet 
   Annie Karto 

 
  3:30 p.m. God’s Mercy DOES Endure Forever 
   Rev. Michael Champagne, cjc 

 
  4:30 p.m. Closing Remarks 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  All Priests, Deacons, Religious Brothers, Religious Sisters and     
Seminarians are invited to attend the Conference at no charge. In order for proper  
preparations to be made, please complete and return the Registration Form as indicated. 

Conference Schedule—Saturday, April 10, 2010 



 

Conference Speakers 

Rev. F. Hampton Davis III was ordained for the Diocese of 

Lafayette in 1990. He has held assignments at St. Mary Magdalen 
Catholic Church in Abbeville, LA, and Our Lady of Wisdom 
Church & Catholic Student Center on the USL (now UL-Lafayette) 
Campus.  In 1997, Father Davis joined the faculty at Notre Dame 
Seminary in New Orleans, where he served for nine years as       
Director of Pastoral Field Education and Professor of Homiletics 
and Pastoral Counseling. In 2007, he returned to Lafayette as 

Pastor of Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church. He has served as Director of 
the SEARCH Retreat Program for high school youth and is a certified Spiritual    
Director. He has led many retreats, Parish Missions, and international and regional 
Pilgrimages and Mission Trips. He is highly sought as a speaker for Conferences, 
Days of Reflection, Ministry Development, and more. Father Davis is the oldest of 8 
children—4 girls and 4 boys—and proud uncle of 30 nieces and nephews. 

Marcus Grodi, a former ordained Presbyterian minister, was 

received into the Catholic Church in 1992. He is President and 
Founder of The Coming Home Network International, a non-profit 
Catholic lay apostolate that helps both clergy and laity “come 
home” to the Catholic Church. He hosts The Journey Home, a 
weekly live television program on EWTN, and a weekly segment 
of EWTN Open Line Radio. He is the author of the novel How 
Firm a Foundation and the editor/author of Journeys Home.       

He has taught courses in Catechetics, Youth Ministry, and Leadership at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville and the Pontifical College Josephinum. He writes a    
regular article for The Catholic Answer magazine and also has written for other  
publications. Over the past 15 years, his Coming Home Network International has 
assisted approximately 1600 ministers from over 100 non-Catholic traditions in 
“coming home” to the Catholic faith. He and his wife Marilyn have 3 children. 

Immaculee Ilibagiza’s life was transformed dramatically   

during the 1994 Rwandan genocide as she and seven other 
women spent 91 days hidden in the cramped bathroom of a local 
pastor’s house. A vibrant, 115-pound university student with a 
loving family, Immaculee emerged at just 65 pounds to find her 
entire family had been brutally murdered (except for one brother 
who was out of the country). Despite the horrors she endured, 
through prayer Immaculee found it possible, in fact imperative, to 

forgive her tormentors and her family’s murderers. She has written three books, 
including New York Times Best-Seller Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the 
Rwandan Holocaust. Her story has been made into a documentary (The Diary of 
Immaculee). She has received honorary doctoral degrees from The University of 
Notre Dame, Saint John’s University, Seton Hall University and Siena College. She 
has been recognized with numerous humanitarian awards, including The Mahatma 
Gandhi International Award for Reconciliation and Peace 2007. She is regarded as 
one of the world’s leading speakers on peace, faith and forgiveness. 



 

Conference Speakers 

Doctor Bryan S. Thatcher, MD, of Tampa, Florida,  

travels and speaks on the Real Presence of Jesus in the    
Eucharist, the message of Divine Mercy as a “Way of Life”, and 
his personal conversion. He and his wife, Susan, have ten      
children (three in heaven), ages twenty-seven to three. In 1996  
he founded Eucharistic Apostles of the Divine Mercy (EADM), 
now an official apostolate of the Congregation of Marians of the      
Immaculate Conception. EADM is currently active in 34 countries 
worldwide, and has received three special Apostolic Blessings 
from the late Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, for its work. Doctor Thatcher has   
traveled extensively across the United States and internationally to speak on God’s 
mercy and the great gift of the Eucharist. He co-hosted a television series, "Cenacle 
of The Divine Mercy”, that airs on EWTN. He is the author of several books on    
Divine Mercy and the Eucharist. 

Annie Karto, a Catholic singer-songwriter and inspirational 

speaker from Treasure Island, Florida, belongs to the Eucharistic 
Apostles of the Divine Mercy, an outreach of the  Marians of the 
Immaculate Conception, Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Through 
the power of God’s great gift of music, she strives to promote  
Eucharistic Adoration and the message of Divine Mercy, to form 
small prayer groups (cenacles), and, among other efforts, to   
encourage priests in their vocations. Annie has shared her song 
“You Are a Priest Forever” with priests across the country. The title song of her hit 
CD, “Overshadow Me”, won liturgical song of the year in 2002. The song “I Am 
Yours”, a song of consecration to the Blessed Mother, won an international award in 
Guatemala in November 2002. Annie has traveled extensively and appeared on 
EWTN’s Backstage program. She frequently sings and speaks at parishes and   
conferences across the country and internationally. 

Rev. Michael Champagne, cjc, was ordained to the Holy 

Priesthood in 1994. He studied at Notre Dame Seminary, New 
Orleans, and North American College, Rome. In June 2005, he 
completed further studies at The Angelicum in Rome, where he 
earned a Doctorate in Theology, writing his thesis on the life of 
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta. He has an extensive background     
in healthcare and military ministry and serves as Chaplain of     
the Community of Jesus Crucified and Chaplain of Hospice of 
Acadiana. Father Champagne ministers in hospitals and nursing homes, directs   
retreats, gives missions, and has taught at Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans. He 
was instrumental in bringing the Aquinas Institute for Theology and Catholic Studies 
to the Diocese of Lafayette and is a member of the faculty. He holds a total of four 
degrees and has been published on topics related to joy, suffering, sin, and the Holy 
Spirit. He has preached extensively for missions, retreats, workshops, etc., including 
numerous retreats and seminars for the Missionaries of Charity in the United States 
and abroad. 



 

Registration: One Registration Form should be submitted for each participant. 

Pre-registrations will be accepted through Wednesday, March 31, 2010. All  

others are to register at the door on the day of the Conference.   
 

 Registration Fee—$25.00 per person 
 

Please Note: It is not our intention that anyone be excluded from attending the 

Conference for financial reasons. Please call Mary Bergeron (337-654-8682) for 

confidential assistance. 
 

Conference Name Tags:  Your Conference Name Tag is your admittance to 

the Conference. Name Tags for all those pre-registered will be available at the  

Registration Table on the day of the Conference. Late registrations and/or those 

registering at the door will have their Name Tags prepared onsite. 
 

Exhibits:  Exhibits featuring our Conference speakers and sponsors will have 

items for sale during the Conference. All transactions will be by cash or check. 

No credit cards will be accepted. 
 

Concessions:  Concessions will be available for purchase throughout the day. 
 

Parking:  Free parking is available on the day of the Conference in designated 

areas at the Cajundome Convention Center.  
 

Hotel Accommodations: Host hotels for the Conference are Hilton Garden Inn 

(2350 W. Congress Street, Lafayette; 337-291-1977; Group Code “DIVINE”) and 

Crowne Plaza Hotel (1801 W. Pinhook Road, Lafayette; 337-233-8120; Group 

Code “DMC”). Rooms are available at group rates for a limited time. Accommo-

dations are to be handled directly with the hotel. For more information, please 

visit Lafayette Convention & Visitors Commission (www.lafayettetravel.com). 
  
Temperature:  Please bring a jacket or sweater for your personal comfort. 

General Information 

Catechist Certification/Religion Hours (Diocese of Lafayette) 

Office of Christian Formation—Catechist Certification 
 

Entire Conference may be used as the Personal Spiritual Growth Experience  
in Level III or Level IV for 4 credits. 

 

Office of Catholic Schools—Religion Hours 
 

Entire Conference may be used for 5 Religion Hours. 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  You must attend the entire Conference to receive  
Religion Hours or credits for Catechist Certification. 



 

PLEASE NOTE:  All Priests, Deacons, Religious Brothers, Religious 
Sisters and Seminarians are invited to attend the Conference at no 
charge.  In order for proper preparations to be made, please complete 
the information above and check one of the following: 
 

  _____ Priest _____ Deacon 
 

  _____ Religious Brother _____ Seminarian 
 

  _____ Religious Sister 
 

Please mail Registration Form to address listed below. 

 

Divine Mercy Conference 2010 
Saturday, April 10, 2010 

(please print) 

 
Name:_____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________ 
 
City:___________________________  State:_____ Zip Code:_________ 
 
Home Phone:___________________ Cell/Other:____________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed:_______________  Check No.:___________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Registration Fee—$25.00 per person 

 
One Registration Form should be submitted for each participant. Checks 

should be made payable to “Vicar’s Account—Central Region” and 

must be included with Registration Form.   

 

 Please mail to:  Central Region 

    Diocese of Lafayette 
    140 Decal Road 
    Lafayette, LA  70508 

 
Additional Registration Forms may be copied or downloaded from our   

website (www.centralregiononline.org). For more information regarding the 

“Divine Mercy Conference 2010”, please contact Mary Bergeron (337-

654-8682 or mbergeron@centralregiononline.org).  
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